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Teacher's Guide to the International Sunday School Lessons for 1907. 
By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill 
Company. Pp. 553. $1.25. 

"Since few teachers have the time or the opportunity to forage for 
themselves in many fields of information, this book has been written that 
they may find within its covers the general knowledge and the results of 
special research necesary to a full understanding and wise presentation of 
each lesson." To a remarkable degree Miss Tarbell has succeeded in 
accomplishing the purpose which she has thus set before herself in her 
Teacher's Guide. 

The book opens with elaborate "Suggestions to Teachers," marked by 
an excellent combination of religious insight and practical wisdom. Pos- 
sibly, if some of these paragraphs could be made briefer and more terse 
in expression, the average teacher would be more apt to profit by them. A 
series of brief introductions to the first nine books of the Bible follows. 
This should prove very helpful for reference. In regard to the Book of 
Judges, however, the author seems to have made an unfortunate slip in 
allowing the traditional estimate of its chronology to stand, although this 
can hardly be harmonized with the facts from Egyptian history which she 
elsewhere adopts. A chapter on "Geography and History" follows. 
This is especially valuable in its geographical portions, where lucid explana- 
tion is supplemented by a series of very helpful maps. In the historical 
portions some points which are open to serious question are stated as 
though assured facts. Doubtless the limitations of the work make this, 
at times, almost unavoidable, and the historical statements are, as a whole, 
much more satisfactory than is usually the case in Sunday-school helps. 

Following these topics of a more general nature, comes the detailed 
treatment of the fifty-two lessons which occupies by far the larger part of 
the entire volume. For each lesson the biblical passage is printed 
according to the King James Version, but, under the heading "Words 
and Phrases Explained," there is a brief commentary in which all impor- 
tant variations in the American Revision are given, together with com- 
ments, many of which are taken from the best recent writers. A well- 
chosen collection of "Suggestive Thoughts from Helpful Writers" follows. 
The next paragraph is styled "Light from Oriental Life," and its material 
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is brief and generally to the point. "The Geography Lesson" of the week 
calls for the study of a small portion of the excellent geographical chapter. 
Under the head of "Approach to the Lesson" fresh and original material 
is given, designed to aid the teacher in securing interest and attention. 
This matter is of two kinds, adapted to the younger and the older pupils. 
The "Lesson Thoughts and Illustrations," which follow, are chosen from 
a wide range of religious and general literature and are so classified as to 
show at a glance their bearing upon the few principal thoughts of the 
lesson. "Sentence Sermons" constitute the next paragraph. These are 
usually appropriate, but one wonders whether they are of sufficient service 
to warrant the trouble and space involved. The biblical quotations given 
in the following paragraph, called "The Bible Its Own Interpreter," 
suggest, at a casual glance, the old days of proof-texts, but they are not 
selected in the spirit of that era of Bible study and are often most illumi- 
nating. " The Lesson Story " is a good paraphrase, the ' ' Personal Thought ' ' 
and "Subjects for Bible Class Discussion" will be found stimulating, 
while the "Work to Be Assigned for the Next Lesson" is so planned as to 
suggest an interesting variety of work very definitely assigned for home 
study. 

There are pictorial illustrations throughout the book. These are good 
and are abundant without being too profuse. They consist chiefly of 
representations of important ancient inscriptions, and sculptures, and of 
reproductions of Tissot's paintings. 

Even this brief description of the book indicates that it furnishes a 
greater variety of material than any one teacher can use in any one class — 
more, perhaps, than many teachers can find time to master for their own 
growth in knowledge and appreciation of the Bible; but the clear, orderly 
arrangement of the whole makes it possible for each to select that which 
seems most appropriate for individual needs and uses, and Miss Tarbell 
rightly holds that the successful teacher will have far more than "just 
enough knowledge for the lesson period." 

Now that the International Lesson Committee is assigning a year of 
continuous work, the truth is more potent than ever that the competent 
teacher must have some view of the year 's work as a whole, before attempt- 
ing to teach the parts. In helping to secure such a view, a book like this 
is of admirable service. The teacher who has not access to large library 
facilities, or time and training for wide personal study, will find in Miss 
TarbelFs Guide a veritable treasure house. 
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